PRESS KIT
LE CORBUSIER - 10 YEARS AS A WORLD HERITAGE SITE

17 JULY 2026: CELEBRATION OF THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE INSCRIPTION OF
THE ARCHITECTURAL WORK OF LE CORBUSIER

17 July 2026 marks the tenth anniversary of the inscription of The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier, an
Outstanding Contribution to the Modern Movement on the UNESCO World Heritage List.

This recognition honours a transnational series of 17 works and sites spread across seven countries
(Germany, Argentina, Belgium, France, India, Japan and Switzerland), bearing witness to the universal
significance of Le Corbusier’s work and his major influence on architecture in the 20th and 21st centuries.

Through the diversity of his projects (detached houses, collective housing, religious buildings, cultural
and administrative facilities), this series illustrates the invention of a new architectural language,
breaking with academic tradition and seeking solutions adapted to the transformations in modern
lifestyles.

This anniversary, a time for collective celebration, is also, and above all, a key moment to take stock
and outline future directions regarding the management, conservation and promotion of Le Corbusier’s
architectural work. It calls for sustained attention to be paid to the actions to be initiated and pursued
in order to preserve what constitutes the Outstanding Universal Value of the Site.

TEN YEARS OF WORLD HERITAGE LIST : TANGIBLE EFFECTS ACROSS THE SERIE

“The insight gained into the seventeen components of the Property now sheds light on all of Le Corbusier’s
other architectural projects. From now on, all owners, all residents, and everyone who lives, works or visits
a Le Corbusier building has a greater awareness of the importance of this body of work, the challenges
involved in its conservation, and the attention that must be paid to its presentation. [...] | believe that this
awareness is beneficial and that it has a positive impact on all his works, including those that some might
sometimes describe as minor.”

Philippe Prost, President of the Fondation Le Corbusier


https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/liste-des-actus-10-ans/
https://polipapers.upv.es/index.php/LC/article/view/26300/18484

Ten years after its inscription, the Architectural Work of Le Corbusier series stands as a remarkable example
of international cooperation in the recognition, conservation and promotion of an exceptional architectural
heritage. As we take stock, several points can undoubtedly be highlighted:

- Enhanced conservation

Inclusion on the World Heritage List has helped to strengthen policies for the conservation and monitoring
of the sites. Recent restoration work has highlighted the importance of the role played by experts and
international cooperation, and illustrates the emphasis placed on preserving the authenticity and integrity
of the components of the series.

« Structured international cooperation

The inscription has made it possible to establish long-term cooperation between the seven States Parties
and the managers of the seventeen sites. Beyond the governance of the Property, this cooperation promotes
the sharing of expertise on common conservation and managementissues, as demonstrated by the seminar
‘Preservation and Protection of the Furnishings in the Architectural Work of Le Corbusier’, organised by the
Federal Office of Culture and the Le Corbusier Foundation on 5 September 2025 in Geneva, which brought
together experts from around the world.

« A better understanding and dissemination of the work

This international recognition has encouraged the development of initiatives in the fields of public
engagement, research and the dissemination of knowledge, thereby helping to raise awareness amongst
an ever-wider audience of the importance of Le Corbusier’s work. Since 2019, numerous sites have
come together as part of a cultural route certified by the Council of Europe, Le Corbusier Destinations:
Architectural Walks, to continue the collective drive to promote his work that began with its inscription on
the World Heritage List.

+ Recognition that builds a lasting commitment

Beyond its commemorative significance, this anniversary serves as a reminder that inscription on the
UNESCO World Heritage List represents a long-term commitment. All those involved — States Parties,
the Fondation Le Corbusier, the Association des Sites Le Corbusier, site managers, owners, residents’
associations and heritage institutions — are therefore continuing their efforts to tackle shared challenges:
the continuation of restoration works, the advancement of scientific knowledge, and the development of
increasingly accessible and inclusive public engagement initiatives...

« A programme of celebrations on an international scale
To mark this 10th anniversary, a number of events are being organised across the Series’ 17 sites:

Exhibitions dedicated to the work of Le Corbusier at several sites in the Series;
A photography competition;
Exclusive tours;
Scientific meetings and international conferences;
Educational activities aimed at young people;
On-site performances and artistic events.

The full programme is available here:
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/en/liste-des-actus-10-ans/


https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/en/liste-des-actus-10-ans/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/en/liste-des-actus-10-ans/

ABOUT ‘THE ARCHITECTURAL WORK OF LE CORBUSIER,
AN OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO MODERN MOVEMENT’

1 Inscribed on the World Heritage List since 17 July 2016
17 components

7 countries

3 continents

Why this international recognition? Within the context of 20th-century architecture, Le Corbusier’s
architectural work broke with academic styles to propose an architecture based on the needs of modern
man, offering new responses to the social transformations of the century. Spanning nearly fifty years and
realised on a global scale, this series forms a body of work whose universal significance and lasting influence
on architecture, urban planning and ways of life underpin its Outstanding Universal Value.

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT EACH PART OF THE SITE, CLICK ON THE PHOTOS!

CONTACTS

- Secrétariat de la Conférence Permanente Internationale de la Série )
Bénédicte Gandini — Secrétaire de la Série : benedicte.gandini@fondationlecorbusier.fr

- Fondation Le Corbusier o ' _ _
Gwenaelle Dubreuil — Responsable de la communication et de la presse : gwenaelle.dubreuil@fondationlecorbusier.fr

- Association des Sites Le Corbusier o ) _
Coralie Vitores — chargée de mission : association@sites-le-corbusier.org

« Representatives of the States Parties
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/contact/


https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/contact/ 

https://sites-le-corbusier.org
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org
https://www.fondationlecorbusier.fr
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/maison-guiette/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/unite-habitation/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/villa-savoye-et-loge-du-jardinier/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/maison-du-docteur-curutchet/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/maison-de-la-culture-de-firminy-vert/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/cabanon-de-le-corbusier/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/cite-fruges/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/couvent-sainte-marie-de-la-tourette/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/maisons-la-roche-et-jeanneret/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/immeuble-locatif-a-la-porte-molitor/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/complexe-du-capitole/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/chapelle-notre-dame-du-haut/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/manufacture-a-saint-die/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/petite-villa-au-bord-du-lac-leman/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/immeuble-clarte/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/maisons-de-la-weisenhof-siedlung/
https://lecorbusier-worldheritage.org/musee-national-des-beaux-arts-de-occident/

